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Christmas Time

At Christmas, lights burn brighter,
and friendly hugs get even tighter.
The spirit of Christmas fills the air,
and people seem to really care.

Merry hearts are filled with cheer.
Families and friends all draw near.
The streets around are all filled
despite the cold winter chill.

Everywhere there’s smiling faces,
giving and receiving warm embraces.
And for a time, sadness disappears,
Peace, joy and hope replace fears.

All because God’s love came down
and filled the earth all around.

So we celebrate at Christmas time %
our Savior and Lord, holy, divine! su®

(https://www.familyfriendpoems.com/
poem/christmas-time-5)
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READERS WRITE

The college that drew me
to the Society

I was thrilled to read about the centenary of
Loyola College, Chennai in the August 25 issue of
Jivan. This great institution has shaped my life. It
was the Jesuit educational scholarships offered by
Loyola that enabled me to become a graduate. I was
helped also by ‘earn while you learn’ opportunities. I
worked as a part time staff at Give Life Café at Loyola
and the Twinning Programme. With the money
I earned I could pay the semester fees. Professors
like Fr Louie Albert, SJ taught us that as responsible
citizens we need to raise our voices against social
injustices. It is the college’s service to the last, the
least and the lost that drew me to the Society. Let me
wish Loyola, Chennai, my alma mater, many, many
more years of selfless service!

I Sch. P.Kiran Joseph, SJ | Chennai

Stirred something deep

“A Second Chance” — the short story published
in the August 25 issue of Jivan stirred something
deep in me. It was a heart touching story. I was
struck by this sentence in the story written by Sch.
Samborlang Nongkynrih, SJ. “Sometimes a second
chance is all we need to prove that the mistakes
of yesterday don’t define the possibilities of
tomorrow.” It is absolutely right. Every great person
found the solution through struggles and mistakes.
We should always remember that when we are in
such a situation. We must always remember that
successful people don’t count the mistakes, they
find the solution through the mistakes.

I Sch. Albert, SJ | Trivandrum

Only caring teachers

I felt inspired and encouraged by the article written
by FrRobert Das, 5], in the September 2025 issue. It helped
me realize the vital role and lasting impact teachers have
in the lives of students. Some teachers may be gentle
and humble, and others more strict and disciplined, but
all contribute meaningfully to the emotional growth
and character formation of their students. I have come
to understand that teachers remain significant and
relevant in every age. In the field of education, no matter
how advanced Artificial Intelligence becomes, it cannot
replace the human connection that teachers provide.
Students need more than just information—they need
love, empathy, and motivation. These are qualities only a
caring teacher can truly offer. So let us hope that all Jesuit
teachers and those we employ in our schools remain
caring teachers.

I sch. Amruthraj, SJ (AND) | Andhra Pradesh

From devotion to dialogue

Let me share what I gained from a recent lecture at
Vidya Jyoti titled, ‘Interreligious Dialogue: Challenges
and Opportunities’, by Professor Gaetano Sabetta of
Urbaniana University, Rome. He said that a compelling
pathway to inter-religious dialogue can be found in the
Hindu tradition of Bhakti Yoga. Drawing from the Narada
Bhakti Sutra, he illuminated the concept of devotion as
parama-prema-rupa - the form of supreme, intense love
for God. This understanding of love for God as the highest
goal in itself, rather than a means to an end, offers a
powerful bridge for dialogue. It is a “dialogue of the soul’
that transcends intellectual, doctrinal differences and
connects believers at the core of their spiritual yearning.
It moves us from a state of potential disconnectedness
to a profound interconnectedness, rooted in a shared,
loving devotion to the Divine.

I Sch. Melvin Jose, SJ | Delhi

Prayer
Intention for

December’ 25 A
reconciliation and hope. r

For Christians in areas of conflict. Let us pray that
Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially :
in the Middle East, might be seeds of peace, P ) A

sl

~ MID

DLE EAST
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K3 WHAT DO YOU SAY?

L}

- STANY D'SOUZA, SJ

. N President, JCSA

The feast that invites us to be godly

It’s Christmas, a magical feast, again! Christmas
miraculously lights up even grief-laden eyes, poverty-
stricken households and war-torn countries. Christmas
celebrates the mystery of the Incarnation, God’s entry into
human history to engage, enthuse, empower and elevate
us. Christmas, which primarily reveals the character of
God, invites us to be Godly.

In the Spiritual Exercises, St. Ignatius of Loyola
gives a meditation on the Incarnation. It is not merely
a pathway to pray but also a methodology to imbibe a
contemplative framework to approach and assimilate the
mystery of the Incarnation.

The contemplation begins with the divine gaze.
We are familiar with a variety of gazes and name them
differently. One of the gazes is that of a mother, who
keeps an eye on her children amidst all her works. It
is not a sign of discipline or dexterity but a sign of her
tender, loving care. A mother’s gaze is a good metaphor
to understand the divine gaze, which communicates the
depth and breadth of God’s love and mercy to the suffering
humanity. Hence, the divine gaze does not end in seeing
alone. The divine Son volunteers to assume human flesh
to redeem the whole of creation.

Interestingly, God was born a human being in a poor
village and in a poor household. This signifies God’s great
love, which gives till there is nothing left to give or which
becomes vulnerable.

The kenosis of God reveals another dimension of the
mystery of the Incarnation. God does not impose divine
desires and dreams on human persons; rather, God
dialogues with them. God patiently listens to Mary and
slowly makes her His mission partner.

Christmas, which commemorates the Incarnation,
is not merely a celebration of a historical event. It is a
paradigm to review and renew the life of the believer. It is
to know God intimately, love God ardently and follow God
closely. It is also the message of the Ignatian Incarnation,
which does not end with a scintillating contemplation;
rather, it inspires the retreatant to collaborate with God
in His divine mission.

As we prepare ourselves for Christmas, along with
others, let us also prepare ourselves by contemplating
the mystery of the Incarnation - discerning ways to be
collaborators with the Lord in our contemporary world.
What do you say? A happy and a meaningful Christmas
to you!

WHAT DO YOU THINK? & ;

M.A. JOE ANTONY, SJ
Editor

If Christ has come among us...

You know everything about the three Wise Men
who came to Bethlehem to venerate Child Jesus.
What you may not know is that Wise Women too came
to visit the Child. But, since they were Wise Women,
they did things very differently.

Unlike their male counterparts, they did not go
to the cruel King Herod to tell him of the purpose of
their visit and ask for directions. It was that which
finally led to the slaughter of innocent children and
the heartrending lamentations of their inconsolable
mothers, right?

They too brought gifts, but they were thoughtful,
useful gifts - water for the mandatory washing of the
baby and his mother, fire to illuminate the stable
and a blanket, so that the baby did not have to shiver
under swaddling clothes. The Wise Women, who
came in time, held Mary soothingly during her labour,
cried with her when she cried in pain, and whispered
blessings into her ear. Having done all these to help
the Mother and her Child, they took a different route
on their way home. An angel didn’t have to tell them to
do so, because circumspect women always cover their
tracks. Read about all that the Wise Women did in the
poem by Jan L. Richardson on p.19.

In the Christmas-Special article Milroy Fernando
recalls a Christmas he celebrated in Mullaitivu in Sri
Lanka at a time when “the air still smelled of smoke
and the church stood half-ruined.” He goes on to
affirm that “Christmas asks us not only to remember
Bethlehem but to recognize Bethlehem now: in the
hut where a widow struggles to raise her children, in
a classroom where Tamil and Sinhala children learn
side by side, in the chapel where prayers rise in many
tongues to the same God. The manger is wherever love
kneels before the fragile...If Christ has come among
us, then we must become bearers of His presence:
working for reconciliation, crossing divides, resisting
corruption, and embodying service.”

Like Christmas, this special issue has a lot to offer.
A special feature brings you the prayers of our young
Jesuits to the Baby Jesus. What gifts would they ask
the God-Child for themselves, their Province, JCSA,
and the worldwide Society? Their sharing on p. 11-13

will reveal what they seek. gé

Have a blessed, joyous Christmas!
v

JIVAN | NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2025 05 >



NEWS-CONFERENCE

JESCOM to have a common websﬂe

esuits in communications (JESCOM) held their annual

meeting at Christ Hall, in Kozhikode, Kerala on 12-14
September ’25. Seventeen coordinators and Fr. Vernard
Anthony, the JCSA communication coordinator and Fr.
Victor Joseph, the secretary of Inclusive Development,
attended. The inaugural Eucharist was celebrated by
Fr. Fr. Henry Pattarumadathil SJ, provincial of Kerela
Province, who, in his homily, spoke about the importance
of Media and the power it holds to proclaim the truth as
well as to distort it. The key speaker was Mr. Vishal Nayak,
Professor, Department of Media Studies at St. Aloysius
College, Mangalore, on “Concept content creation,” in
the first session and “Effective Communication in the
Digital World,” in the second. He said that the Universal
Apostolic Preferences (UAPs) can be a strong source of
all content, as they are the fruit of a long process of Jesuit
discernment.

In the following session, the emphasis was on
storytelling. After the input session, the communication
co-ordinators spoke of what was done in their provinces,
their struggles and their current endeavours. This sharing
continued in the evening session.

Day 2 began with the Eucharistic celebration by Fr.
Vernard Antony, the JCSA communications coordinator,
followed by the sharing of province coordinators. Then
the participants discussed a proposal to establish a
common platform for the whole conference, where all
the works of the various provinces could be displayed.

The platform would be in the form of a website. Fr.
James Vivekanandan presented the pros and the cons

JESCOM ANNUAL MEETING 2025

12 - 14 Sept 2025, @ Christ Hall, Kozhikode, Kerala

of launching a website, along with the cost and efforts
needed. In the discussion that followed it was agreed to
create a common media channel.

On the final day, Fr Victor Joseph presided over
the Eucharist. The day was reserved for Zonal level
planning, followed by a presentation on ‘The Road
Ahead,” by Fr. Vernard. Suggestions were about meeting
and networking at the Zonal level, equipping those in
formation with media skills so that the resources can be
shared, and making the work bear fruit collectively. In
the final session Fr. Victor discussed the nitty-gritty of
the common platform. Fr. Vernard, in his session on the
way forward, stressed the need to have at least the basic
media facilities, policies and mandates regarding media
and social media presence in each province, collaboration
models and the need to budget and accountability.

The gathering achieved several significant milestones,
including a renewed vision of Jesuits as digital spiritual
guides, affirming their mission to accompany people in
faith through the modern digital landscape. Participants
also reached a consensus on launching a website for
the Jesuit Conference of South Asia (JCSA) - a major
step toward unified communication and outreach
across provinces. The meeting also outlined concrete
measures for training, collaboration, and accountability
at the provincial and zonal levels. As a participant
observed, “the meeting represented a decisive step
toward a collaborative, creative, and impactful Jesuit
media presence.” X

0'0

| Velenson Gomes, SJ (GOA)
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NEWS-CONFERENCE

In order to counter hostile forces
What strategies do we have?

he Stan Swamy Memorial Lecture, cancelled by

St Xavier’s College, Mumbai, under pressure
from the ABVP activists, was re-scheduled and
held successfully by Civil Society groups alarmed
by the turn of events. Advocate Irfan Engineer,
who spearheaded this event, had an added reason
for being disturbed, because it was his organization
- the CSSS (Centre for the Study of Society and
Secularism) — founded by his late illustrious father,
Dr Asghar Ali Engineer, that had awarded Stan
Swamy the Lifetime Achievement Award for his
contribution to the cause of Secularism and Justice
for Adivasis.

Conversations between Adv. Irfan Engineer,
Director, CSSS and currently the main host of
SAMANVAYA (Platform for Harmony initiated by
the Bombay Jesuits and collaborators under Tony
Dias SJ), resulted in the decision to re-schedule the
lecture with the same speaker. The idea was to send
out the message that citizens of India would not be
cowed down by authoritarian forces out to destroy
the academic freedom of institutions of higher
learning and our fundamental freedoms guaranteed
by the Constitution of India. Another message was
that despite the initial cancellation, Jesuits and
their partners stand by Stan Swamy and consider

4
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him a patriot, who worked within the framework of
our Constitution for the Adivasis of Jharkhand, and
died a martyr, not a Maoist.

The Memorial lecture itself, “Migration for
Livelihood: Hope Amidst Miseries”, is a subject of
great contemporary significance for academia and
the general public. It was delivered by the original
speaker, Dr. Prem Xalxo SJ, Associate Professor at
the Gregorian University, Rome. His presentation
was highly appreciated by the participants.

Some Jesuits actively involved in organizing this
event are Frazer Mascarenhas and Cedric Prakash.
These, along with our teams, were instrumental
in roping in fifty-six national and international
organizations of unimpeachable credentials as co-
hosts. Friends and mission partners of the Jesuits
and active Samanvayites such as Dr Astrid Lobo
Gajiwala and the entire team of Adv Engineer rose
to the occasion.

The lecture was chaired by renowned Advocate
Indira Jaisingh, who focused on the nature of
the Adivasis’ struggle, which was succinctly
encapsulated in The Forest Rights Act, 2006, in the
words, “Forests and forest dwellers are inseparable.”
Advocate Mihir Desai, prominent human rights
lawyer, who represented the late Stan Swamy in the
High Court, provided the inside story of the arrest of
Stan Swamy. He pointed out that Fr. Stan Swamy is
now a martyr for human rights, and in his death has

In her vote of thanks, Dr Astrid emphasized the
need for us to have the courage to resist fascist forces
out to destroy academic freedom and democratic
institutions in order to establish a majoritarian-
authoritarian rule. She expressed gratitude to
Advocate Irfan Engineer and his team for taking on
the organisation of this event. She specially thanked
the over 56 civil society organizations, human rights
groups, and academic forums for their generous
support. She gratefully acknowledged the Y B
Chavan Centre authorities for providing a venue at
such short notice, and most importantly thanked
the media, which gave good coverage prior to the
event. She quoted Stan Swamy’s words: “I am not
a silent spectator” and reminded the media that
Stan Swamy could now speak through their voices
and words.

A scheduled lecture which would have otherwise
drawn fewer participants was now viewed by over a
thousand people, present at the YB Chavan Centre,
and on YouTube and Facebook, demonstrating
a groundswell of support for Stan Swamy and the
Adivasis he stood for, as well as for the freedom
of intellectual pursuits. For Jesuits this is a good
instance of prophetic courage, shown through action
and socio-political advocacy of actively espousing
‘discernment, collaboration and networking’
(GCs 35 and 36). It demonstrates the possibility
of inspiring people with similar ideals to take the
lead, making the cause more important than the
‘Jesuit’ stamp.

This experience should also lead Jesuits to
introspect and correct course. They must ask
themselves: What strategies/policies do we have
in place to counter hostile and disruptive forces,
who have the backing of powerful right-wing
political parties and non-state actors? Do we have
the mechanisms for swift decisions and actions?
Have we developed relationships with our mission
partners, which will enable networking in times
of need? Are we willing to take risks, not just for
ourselves but also for our partners, especially when
they so generously do so for us? How do we enable
our Institutions to play their prophetic role in our
society? These are crucial questions that Jesuits
must answer if they want to continue Stan’s struggle
for justice. *»

Tony Dias SJ (BOM) and Dr. Astrid Lobo Gajiwala, SAMANVAYA

gg)ecome larger than life with a stronger impact.
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CHRISTMAS SPECIAL

@

wherever love kneels before the fragile

Irecall a Christmas in Mullaitivu, once the epicenter
of the war’s final battles in Sri Lanka, when the
air still smelled of smoke and the church stood half-
ruined. The roof was broken, the walls wounded, but
the people came. They carried candles, and made a
crib stitched together from scraps, and garments sewn
from old cloth. There was no grandeur, no shimmering
light, no sign of prosperity. Yet in that bare liturgy,
hope breathed. Every prayer was weightier, every
silence more eloquent, every child’s laughter more
defiant than firepower.

The priest reminded us that the first Christmas
too was born in scarcity. A displaced family sought
shelter and found only a manger. A child was born not
into safety but into danger, soon carried as a refugee
into Egypt. In their story, Mullaitivu recognized
itself: widows clutching children, families rebuilding
on ashes, orphans searching for a caring soul. To
kneel before that Child was to see one’s own poverty
ennobled, one’s own sorrow illuminated. God had
chosen not to stand apart but to dwell precisely there -
in the frailty, in the exile, in the wound.

After that Mass, rice and dry-fish curry simmered
in a single pot, and was divided equally. Songs arose,

laughter returned, children played in the dust.
It was not an escape from history but a momentary
transfiguration of it: the reminder that grace does not
abolish suffering, but accompanies it, reshaping it
into possibility.

It has been more than a decade since the guns fell
silent in the North and East of Sri Lanka. Yet silence
does not erase memory. It lingers in the broken walls,
in the untended graves, in the eyes of those who still
wait for return, for recognition, for justice. The war has
ended, but the wound has not closed. Armies remain,
authority presses down, and leaders -often intoxicated
by power - display indifference to the fragile. The land
carries scars; so, do the people.

And yet, as December arrives, the rhythm of the
world changes. The season of Christmas interrupts
the heaviness of history with a paradox: light entering
darkness, hope arising not from abundance but from
fragility. Christmas is not an escape from suffering but
the unveiling of its meaning.

Too often, Christmas is reduced to excess: gifts

piled high, feasts overflowing, lights drowning out
the night. But in truth, Christmas is the paradox of

0
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Emmanuel - God with us - where we least expect Him.
To celebrate is not to pretend that pain is absent but to
perceive Presence within pain.

And yet, how easily this mystery is obscured when
narcissistic preachers, mistaking pulpits for stages,
offer themselves more than Christ! They seem to
measure sermons by applause rather than truth. They
speak of humility with gilded gestures, forgetting that
the Child came without any spotlight, commentary, or
theatrics. Their noise is loud, but the manger whispers
more powerfully in silence.

Christmas asks us not only to remember Bethlehem
but to recognize Bethlehem now: in the hut where a
widow struggles to raise her children, in a classroom
where Tamil and Sinhala children learn side by side, in
the chapel where prayers rise in many tongues to the
same God. The manger is wherever love kneels before
the fragile.

But Christmas also demands transformation.
The shepherds left the stable carrying the good
news. The Magi departed by another road. None who
encounter the Child can remain the same. If Christ has

come among us, then we must become bearers of His
presence: working for reconciliation, crossing divides,

resisting corruption, and embodying service rather
than domination. The humility of God overturns
the arrogance of rulers; the weakness of the Infant
unmasks the violence of empires.

Years later, Mullaitivu’s church has a new roof,
its walls repainted though still faintly scarred. Each
Christmas, the crib grows richer with new figurines.
Yet the memory that endures is of revelation - that
God had not abandoned us, that His light could be
seen even in the ruins.

Christmas is not nostalgia, not mere festivity. It is
the incarnation of hope itself. “The people who walked
in darkness have seen a great light.” That light still
shines in Sri Lanka’s broken North and East, and it
waits for us to carry it into the world - not in speeches,
not in displays, but in lives of reconciliation, humility,
and fidelity. Perhaps the greatest act of wisdom is
the humility to step aside, to let grace act where
human pride has failed. For in stillness, even those
who cling to power may learn what it truly means to
encounter God.

7
0‘0

Milroy Fernando, SJ (SRI) is a writer, and Socius to the
Provincial of Sri Lanka Province.

E
S
S
I
o
jd
i)
=
=
=
@
o
=
S
S
S
o=
a

\

“10 JIVAN | NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2025



CHRISTMAS SHARING

Prayers of young Jesuits
to the Baby Jesus

What do you think our young Jesuits would like to
pray to the Baby Jesus for themselves, their Province,
JCSA and the Society?

For a heart that is free and burning with love
BRIAN MACWAN, SJ
or me, I would ask Baby Jesus for a heart that is simple, free, and burning
with love — a heart that feels His loving presence at every moment of my
life — in joy and in struggle, in silence and in service, and allows itself to be
moulded by His tender hands.

As for my Province, I would ask the Infant Lord for the gift of genuine
fraternity, unity and shared mission — that all members may work together
with one heart and mind, keeping aside our human weaknesses, and become
companions who discern, dream, and labour with joy in building God’s Kingdom.

For the JCSA, I would ask that it has the wisdom to choose quality over quantity — that our ministries,
works, and engagements may reflect depth, discernment, and true apostolic fruitfulness rather than mere
expansion.

For the worldwide Society of Jesus, I would ask for the gift of spiritual freedom — that we may remain
in the world but not become of the world, staying rooted in Christ while journeying with those at the
margins, as true companions of Jesus.

% (Sch. Brian Macwan, SJ (GUJ) is at Premal Jyoti, Ahmedabad.)

For unity in diversity
DENVER PUSHPAM, S])

or me I will pray for the gift of being contemplative in action: Prayer

defines religious life, yet as a scholastic, I often face the tension between the
spiritual and intellectual realms of life. I ask the Child Jesus for the grace to be a
contemplative in action — the gift of prayerfulness amid daily humdrums.

Next year my Province (KAR) enters a new chapter in its journey. I join my
companions in gratitude for all that has been, and will pray that we, through
prayerful discernment, discover what we need to be and do in the future.

As for JCSA, I will pray that the diversity of cultures, languages, and generation does not become
dividing walls. Inspired by the early Church and the first companions, I seek unity in diversity, especially
during this time of Synodality and RRSJ.

For the worldwide Society I will ask that all Jesuits are able to find God in all things. I pray that, like
the great St. Francis Xavier, we become fire that kindles other fires wherever we are sent.

% Sch. Denver A Pushpam, SJ (KAR) is currently pursuing his

B.A. at St. Joseph’s University, Bengaluru. gé
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For a heart that listens

DHARSHAN], S)

K{jl%liﬂg before the crib, I would ask Baby Jesus for a heart that listens — a
eart free from indifference. In a noisy and divided world, listening deeply

feels like a rare grace. To notice His presence even in those who unsettle me

would be a gift far greater than certainty.

For my Province (DEL), I would ask for a spirit of renewal — the joy of
companionship and the courage to imagine new paths of mission. I will ask that
our discernment does not slow us into caution, but move us with confidence
toward what truly gives life.

As for the JCSA, I would pray for courageous discernment - the wisdom to read the times and act
decisively. As Jesuits in South Asia face suspicion, division, and resistance in serving the excluded, I'll
pray that this situation does not deter or delay them, but spark bold, faith-rooted responses.

For the worldwide Society of Jesus, I would ask for a hope that lasts - one that finds light despite
the gloom caused by war and hatred. I'll pray that we are open to change while staying rooted in what
grounds us.

% (Sch. Dharshan J, SJ (DEL) is at Premal Jyoti, Ahmedabad)

For techno-apostolic spirit
FEAN ALMEIDA, S}
For myself, I'd ask for the gift of techno-apostolic spirit, a heart set on fire to
share Christ’s love through every screen and story, to translate faith into the
language of our times, and to let technology become a tool of encounter, not
escape.

For my Province, I'd ask for the gift of visionary creativity. In a place like
Goa, a State that attracts many, I'll ask that our ministries may be rekindled and
shine with life. I'll pray that we have more vocations, that the witness of our way
of living may inspire and draw young people to the Society.

For JCSA, I'd ask for the gift of apostolic synodality, to walk together in discernment and dialogue,
letting the Spirit weave new collaborations and digital pathways of communion, where faith meets
creativity in Christ.

For the worldwide Society, I'd ask for the gift of Ignatian imagination, and a daring vision that
once moved Ignatius, a vision as relevant and revolutionary today as Vatican II. I'll pray that the Holy
Spirit enables Jesuits to shape hearts and guide many in the art of discerning God’s will in an ever
evolving world.

(Sch. Fean Almeida SJ (GOA) is studying B.A. Economics in
Miramar, Goa)
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For the courage of the Magi

JEFRIN MARTIN, S}

For me, I will ask him for his solemn peace that reigned on that Christmas
night, to quieten the noisy desires and restless longings of my heart.

As for my Province (CEN), since a new Provincial has been given to our
Province, I will pray that Child Jesus would give him the guiding heart of his
foster father, St. Joseph that took Mary and the Child where God wanted them
to be.

For the JCSA, I seek from Him the gift of “togetherness of the shepherds”,
who left behind their differences and came to adore the Child — that the JCSA
Jesuits may cross the borders of language and culture, and work together for
His glory.

As for the worldwide Society of Jesus, I will ask for the gift of “the courage of the Magi” so that we
become, to use Pope Leo’s words, “to be courageous pioneers on the frontiers.”

(Jefrin Martin, SJ (CEN), who resides at Clive House, is
doing his B.A. at St. Joseph’s, Trichy)

For the healing grace to overcome divisions
SAM ALEXANDER, S)
his Christmas, contemplating God made flesh, I would ask Baby Jesus to
renew my spirit and our shared mission of love in Christ. I will pray for
intellectual honesty and courage to transform my philosophical studies into a
fire that ignites prophetic action against the intellectual roots of discrimination
and economic disparity in our nation.

For my Province (MDU), I pray for the healing grace to overcome our divisions
and half-heartedness, that we may once again be credible and compassionate
beacons for the people and youth of Tamil Nadu.

For the Jesuit Conference of South Asia (JCSA), I will pray for the gift of a unifying zeal to stand as one
body against rising religious fundamentalism, championing the Gospel values of equity and reconciliation
for all in India.

For the worldwide Society of Jesus, I will request a decisive return to the pioneering spirit and radical
MAGIS that defined our early companions, ensuring that we remain on the frontiers - intellectual, social,
and spiritual- where the greater glory of God is most challenged.

% (Sch. P.J. Sam Alexander, SJ (MDU) is doing his philosophy at
De Nobili, Pune.)

Y
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ISSUES-JESUITS

Whether they are dead or alive,

Anthony Dass, SJ |

Speak Well of Them!

few years ago, a well-known
Im actor from the Kannada
film industry, Puneeth Rajkumar,
faced a sudden death due to
cardiac arrest. His death came as a
shock to millions. The news spread
like wildfire, and what followed
was remarkable. The media was
flooded with tributes and heartfelt
stories about his generosity and
humility. People began sharing
how he had quietly supported
many government school
children, helping them complete
their education without making any big news or noise.
Eventoday,fansandothersalikespeakvolumesabouthis
good works.

This phenomenon is not unique to celebrities.
We often witness something similar within our
own communities, including among Jesuits. It is
after a Jesuit dies, that stories about his kindness,
commitment, and hidden virtues surface. People recall
his humor, his dedication, his prayer life, and his silent
sacrifices. But why do we wait until someone is dead to
speak well of them? How often do we praise the living?
How often dowe recognize the quiet contributions of our
companions, colleagues, or family members? Sadly, not
often enough.

Praise and appreciation seem to flow more freely
at funerals than during everyday life. A few years ago,
a Jesuit expressed his regret for not having spoken to a
fellow Jesuit before he died suddenly during Covid. His
sorrow was a gentle reminder of how words left unsaid
can haunt us latter.

Perhaps it’s time to reorient our habits — habits of
speaking well of people while they are still with us. Even
small words of appreciation can uplift someone’s spirit
and strengthen relationships. Instead of spending our
time in endless gossip or idle criticism, can we not
invest that energy in affirming the goodness around
us? I recently came across a simple yet powerful line:
“Your gossip could be the darkest time in someone

else’s life. Be kind.” Pope Francis, while addressing a
group of religious, said: “Gossip is a plague on the life
of people and communities because it leads to division,
it leads to suffering, it leads to scandal; it never helps
anyone improve or grow.”

Some call it simply “fooling.” It may look harmless
at times and even entertaining, but it gradually
erodes trust and nurtures discomfort and weakens
communities.

Yet, once a person dies, the gossip fades, only the
good is remembered; the stories of compassion and
generosity pour in, as if they were quietly waiting
for this moment. Gossip is replaced by affectionate
memories and praises. The same people who once
criticized now recall the good that had gone unnoticed
during the person’s lifetime. Gratitude and respect
should not begin at the grave. If those we eulogize
could suddenly return to life and hear our kind words,
would we continue our praise or quietly switch back to
gossip?

Let us speak words that heal, affirm, and build
up. Compliments cost nothing, yet they can mean
everything to someone who needs encouragement.
May we speak well of others not only when they are

K/

gone but while they walk beside us. o

Anthony Dass, SJ (KAR), the Superior of ISI, Bengaluru, is
pursuing his Ph.D. in Educational Technology at Christ University,
Bengaluru.

o
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ROMAN ENCOUNTERS F °

Joseph Cardozo, SJ |

Jesuits come up with a global initiative
to support Church’s synodal process

find it inspiring to be part of this global initiative,

and I feel it is a real privilege. Meeting the
participants online, to hear their joys, sorrows, and
their dreams motivates me to fully involve myself
in this task. Already, it looks like we are building
a movement. I think this project will contribute
to the Church’s effort to get the entire Church
to discern.

The Society of Jesus has taken a major initiative
to support the Catholic Church’s synodal process to
build capacity across the Church in the discernment
processes.

The final document of the Synod on Synodality
outlines a vision for a more inclusive, and
participatory Church. It emphasizes a ‘synodal

conversion’ through spiritual, relational, procedural,
institutional, and missionary transformation. It
calls for a profound shift in the Church’s culture and
structures, moving towards a more collaborative
and listening approach.

It stresses the importance of listening to
all the members of the Church (inclusivity and
participation), particularly those on the margins,
and fostering a sense of belonging. The process
highlights the need for open dialogue, prayerful
discernment, and shared decision-making. It
recognizes the importance of ecumenical and
interreligious relations in the synodal journey. It

connects synodality with caring for creation and
recognizing the interconnectedness of all things. The

£
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document also emphasizes the need for ongoing
formation to equip all members of the Church to
live out synodality.

The international project has been envisioned
in three phases: Starting (2025), Sharing (2026-
2027), and Strengthening (2028+). With the
assistance of Fr. Joseph Cardozo from the Goa Jesuit
Province, the project is steered under the leadership
of Fr. John Dardis. Fr Arturo Sosa, the Superior
General, stated, “This is a
project rooted in Vatican

Synodality, and decide on how we can support each
other to go forward.

Theprojectisenvisagedinthestyleofacolloquium
with the idea that we share expertise with each other,
arrive at a deeper appropriation of discernment
in common both at the theoretical and practical
levels by using methodologies, presentations, silent
reflections, and spiritual conversation. Besides the
daily liturgical celebrations, interactive sessions

will be conducted on:
listening to our stories

o i of accompanyin
{(I);lwt}ﬁfe ltt}%(;ef,igiﬁ( i2 % A key outcome of the discernment in ch))mn}l%n%
& ’ . colloquium will be the theological and biblical
as relevant now as it was . . . 1.
years ago. That vision is formation of teams, who .founfiatlons by_ linking
for a synodal Church: a will train facilitators in it with synodality. How
Church walking together, ‘Discernment in Common’ at g?f; atgfs :ficé?/’ Dai‘:)dc oy
a humble Church, and a i .
pilgrim Church. All of us !:::lheill;et%l onal °l evel’t!) oth implement and support
Wi e Society of Jesus, synodal reforms? History

are going together hand
in hand trying to bring
liberation, reconciliation,
and justice to a wounded
world. It is the vision of the Beatitudes.”

What is the major initiative of the Society to
support the Catholic Church’s synodal process?
It has begun a project called, ‘Ignite the Way:
Training of Facilitators in Discernment in
Common.” Therefore, in Salamanca, Spain, from
23 November until 3 December 2025, ninety-seven
people, comprising Jesuits, laity, religious sisters-
brothers, and Diocesan priests will be initiated into
the project.

Though it will be held in English, translation
in French and Spanish will be provided for the
participants. There will be eleven participants from
India. The participants will be trained to deepen
‘Discernment in Common’ and towards promoting
synodal transformation. It will serve as a launch-
pad for the systematic development of the Jesuit
congregation’s approach to the ‘Discernment in
Common’ method. The overall goals and aims of
the colloquium will be to - develop essential skills
in training for facilitation of common discernment
- explore the diverse discernment in common
approaches in our organizations and cultures
- explore rules for discernment of St. Ignatius

arrive at an agreed core

and in the wider Church. 1)

and graces of discernment
in common, building a
sense of a shared mission,
indifference, discerning
spirits in a group, case studies, arriving at a core
curriculum through conference, and organizational
group sharing.

A key outcome of the colloquium will be the
formation of teams, who will train facilitators in
‘Discernment in Common’ at the regional level, both
within the Society of Jesus, and in the wider Church.
It is not just a project for Jesuits; it is a project that
also helps dioceses, other congregations, parishes,
and even lay-led organizations who want to build a
different culture, a culture of discernment. Together
we can make a new dream. In a world where public
discourse is so divided, I am convinced that the
Church, gifted with the Good News of Jesus and the
ability to listen, has so much to offer.

Thus, in moving forward from here and going
back to their own different cultures and places of
work life, the participants will be able to transform
their cultures, societies, organization, and the
Church. This colloquium can be like a stone thrown
into a pond that will generate ripples across
continents and cultures.

/
0.0

Joseph Cardozo SJ (GOA) is the Assistant Manager, who
would assist John Dardis, SJ in running this Project. He resides at
the General Curia, Rome.

as applied to groups -
g%:urriculum - build awareness of other initiatives on
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LISTEN TO HER!

Daring to Hope: A Christmas Challehge

Kochurani Abraham |

¢ aring to Hope’is aloaded expression. It implies
that even in the most ‘hopeless’ situations, one
refuses to give up, but keeps faith alive. It is not a
faith measured in a quantitative sense, in terms of
religious observances, but that which helps tap the
energies of the divine from within. It is a faith that
does not get cowed down in the face of tyranny, but
remains resolute in its refusal to be a victim to the
destructive forces that negate love and life.

that hope is the last thing that would be killed in
their war-torn land. Their resilience, the capacity
to keep alive that ‘something’, which refuses to die
even in the most trying conditions, gives us the key
to comprehend the meaning of ‘daring to hope’ and
how it is a challenging yet promising venture.

Evidently, some questions could emerge here:
Who are the people who dare and how do they
exercise this hope? As I see, those who believe that

F S

Vulnerability, experiences of abuse, being at
the crossroads, powerlessness before the suffering
inflicted by the dominant, all these could be the lot for
many in everyday life. Besides these, hopelessness
creeps in due to systemic factors that continue to
keep people enslaved.

Many Indian women know how hopeless one
feels before the persistence of patriarchy as a
culture that wires the Indian social fabric. Moving
beyond the personal and communal dimensions
of hopelessness, the impotency of not knowing
what could stop a genocide underway is perhaps
one of the most hopeless situations encountered
by us humans in the recent past. Yet, I have heard
Palestinian women speak on quite a few occasions

justice is integral to the wellbeing of humans and
the earth show this daringness. They see themselves
as humans in their own right, not dependent on the
mercy and benevolence of those who stand over them
on the higher rungs of the power ladder. They realize
somewhere along the road that the way their life is
lived is not meant to be their destiny. They dream
of a new social order that is inclusive, with space for
diversities, where difference is not categorized as low
and high but is respected and celebrated. The slogan
‘Another world is possible’ of the World Social Forum
(WSF) must have emerged from the creative thinking
of people who dare to hope.

We need to ask also what this hope entails.
Indisputably for those who dare, hope is not a

() 7

Picture courtesy:
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passing feeling but a commitment, which they
make primarily for their own sanity, by refusing
to be trapped by the toxicities that envelope them
in vicious situations. However, this commitment
is not a magical flag waved when convenient, but
something that involves a relentless struggle. I think
lament and resistance as two essential elements of
this struggle.

Lament is generally seen as the cry of the
powerlessin despairbut feminist theologiansidentify
a political transformative element in lamenting.
Lament implies naming the pain, becoming critically
mindful of its deeply ingrained concerns and sharing
these with those who stand by in a deeper bonding of
solidarity. Lament becomes liberatively significant
because in this solidarity, anguish and hope are
interwoven. A collective lamenting can then become
transformative as it would help identify alternatives
to hopeless situations.

Resistance is another basic ingredient that
keeps hope alive. Resisting oppression helps to
identify life-negating factors that are operative in
a given context, to say NO to them with decisive
sharpness, and to move forward with determination
to make a breakthrough. Resistance thus becomes
the anti-dote to victimization, which can facilitate
the transition from a victim to a survivor and then

a liberator. Resistance becomes more effective when
exercised collectively.

In India, some of us with feminist theological
sensibilities have begun a collective called Sisters in
Solidarity (SIS) that accompanies survivors of gender-
based violence in the Indian Church, particularly those
afflicted by clergy sexual abuse. SIS stands by the
survivors, lament collectively their pain, resisting any
moves by those in authority to protect the abusers and
penalize the victims further. Lament and resistance
thus open the path for the survivors’ healing, enabling
them to reverse the outcomes of violence and in the
bargain exercise agency to bring about change.

How does ‘daring to hope’ then become a Christmas
challenge? In Christmas we celebrate the birth of God
in our midst, the one who shared the vulnerability
of those susceptible to abuse and exploitation, and
grew up lamenting the plight of those burdened by
the yoke of oppression, while resisting the moves of
those with religious and political powers to crush
them further. Though death was the reward for this
stand, this vulnerable ‘babe of Bethlehem’ emerges
as the greatest beacon of hope and invites us to dare
this path!

R/
%

Dr. Kochurani Abraham is a feminist theologian, writer,
researcher and trainer. She engages with the academia and
grassroots on questions related to justice and liberation.

Picture courtesy: pchrgaza.org
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 GARDEN.
Wise Women Also Camw

Wise women also came.

The fire burned

in their wombs

long before they saw

the flaming star in the sky.
They walked in shadows,
trusting the path would open
under the light of the moon.

Wise women also came,
seeking no directions,

no permission from any king.
They came

by their own authority;,
their own desire,

their own longing,.

They came in quiet,
spreading no rumors,
sparking no fears to lead
to innocents’ slaughter,

to their sister Rachel’s
inconsolable lamentations.

Wise women also came,

and they brought useful gifts:
water for labor’s washing,

fire for warm illumination,

a blanket for swaddling.

Wise women also came,

at least three of them,
holding Mary in the labor,
crying out with her

in the birth pangs,
breathing ancient blessings
into her ear.

Wise women also came,
and they went,

as wise women always do,
home a different way.
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NEWS-CONFERENCE

National Consultation on
taking forward the Stan Legacy

On an invitation from Bagaicha Social Centre,
established by the late Stan Swamy, SJ in Ranchi,
18 Jesuits of South Asian Conference gathered at
Bagaicha, Namkum, Ranchi, Jharkhand for a two-day
consultation, on 5,6 October, 2025 to reflect, share
and discuss on how to take forward the Stan Legacy.

The consultation started with a floral tribute to
Stan Swamy at his bust erected at Bagaicha campus.
The deliberations began with personal sharing where
everybody shared their experiences of Stan Swamy.
Each one shared what Stan’s life and works meant to
him personally. This exercise helped the participants
to delve deeply into themselves and identify Stan’s
influence on their lives and work. Most of the
participants felt that Stan’s life was inspiring and his
fight for justice is ever more relevant today.

After the brief presentation of the gist of various
consultations held in the past years by Antony
Puthumattathil, SJ, the participants examined where
we stood at the moment, what we had been doing in
terms of what Stan did as well aswhat he gave his life for.
The participants discussed intensively about the socio-
political situation of the Central Zone (the States of
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Chattisgarh and Odisha)
where Stan was a torch- bearer for the poor and the
marginalized. At the discussions some of the pertinent
issues emerged such as the decline in constitutional
and democratic values and practices, attempts to
polarize Adivasis on communal lines (Christian and
Sarna), the recent demands of Kurmis to be included in
the category of scheduled tribes, displacement due to
mining, migration due to prolonged agrarian distress,
progressive land alienation and unemployment.

All the reflections, discussions and the overall
ambience enabled the participants to be open to the
Spirit guiding us. We realized that what we are doing
in the Central Zone is far from sufficient, given the
enormity of current issues and the overarching “fear-
factor” in addressing these issues. The sharing brought
up a few under-currents which are making our social
involvement difficult such as governments being pro-
corporate instead of being pro- people, lack of political
will in favour of the poor and the marginalized, etc.

The Consultation also felt that Jesuits are mostly

j/&gnvolved in institutionalized ministries and thus fail

#p

to understand and address social-economic injustices.
There is also a lack of socio- political consciousness
among people as well as Jesuits in particular. Financial
dependency on others or foreign funds also curtails
our freedom in fighting rampant injustice.

On the second day, the group prioritised a few
pressing issues that need to be addressed at the Zonal
and Conference levels: polarization of Adivasis and
Moolvasis, discrepancies in land digitization and
displacement due to mining and the need for a new
domicile policy for Jharkhand. The group mandated
Bagaicha and Hoffmann Law Associates to prepare
concept notes and modules to take these issues
forward.

It was emphasized that the Jesuit formation must
include intensive Social Analysis and immersion
programmes so that we Jesuits understand the
realities of people while being faithful to our call to
advance faith that does justice as mandated by the
General Congregation (GC) 32 and other successive
GCs. The meeting ended with a renewed hope that we
will take forward the dreams and aspirations of people

R/

that Stan Swamy sacrificed his life for. <>

| Ranjit Roshan Minj, SJ (JAM)
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NEWS-WORLD

Major Superiors of the Society meet in Rome

fter Fr Arturo Sosa, SJ, the Superior General of

the Society of Jesus, convoked a Meeting of Major
Superiors, the meeting was held on 17- 26 October ’25 at
the Jesuit Curia in Rome. The meet brought every Major
Superior of the worldwide Society of Jesus — totaling 78
Provincials, Presidents of Conferences, and Superiors of
Regions, General Counselors, Secretaries and officials.
The meeting’s objective was to “consider the state, the
problemsandtheinitiativesoftheuniversal Society”(GC34,
Decree 23).

tican Media!! 1

After ten days of prayer, conversation, reflection, and
discernment, the third Meeting of Major Superiors of
the Society of Jesus came to a close on 26 October ’25.
During these ten days the Jesuit leaders reflected deeply
on themes that shape the life-mission of the Society
today: the Universal Apostolic Preferences (UAPs),
collaboration, Cura Apostolica and Cura Personalis,
safeguarding, structures of governance, and promotion
of vocations.

On 24 October, all 100 participants, from all
continents, walked through the Holy Door at St. Peter’s
Basilica. They were granted an audience in the Vatican by
Pope Leo XIV, who encouraged and challenged the Major
Superiors, inviting them to keep their focus on Christ as
they go about their mission of service.

The final sessions focused on gathering the fruits of
thesereflections. Fr General offered some closing remarks
at the end of the Meeting. He noted that the Major
Superiors, aware of the shared responsibility for the life
and mission of the Society, set out during the Meeting
“to grow as a group capable of discerning together the
spiritual movements that are at work in the body of the
Society, in the Church, and in the social and cultural
contexts in which we live, in order to better carry out our
mission of reconciliation and justice”. He described the

method used throughout the Meeting, which started with
two days of retreat, listening to thoughtful presentations,
spending time in personal prayer, sharing insights in
small groups, and gathering in plenary sessions.

He noted that the Meeting deepened the
understanding of the UAPs as key guidelines for orienting
the life-mission of the Society. Discussions also examined
the complexity of putting them into practice across
Provinces and Regions, especially in formation and with

those with whom we share our apostolates. He talked
about the many themes discussed during the Meeting. A
major part of the discussions centred on the culture of
care. Caring for those engaged in the mission — Jesuits
and collaborators alike — is a demanding but essential
responsibility. Formation was identified as a key concern,
with a call for capable formators and superiors who
can animate communities with faith and discernment.
He noted that the new demands of the mission and
the evolution of the Society call for reimagining our
apostolates and governance structures.

The third Meeting of Major Superiors ended
with the celebration of the Eucharist, presided
over by Fr Arturo Sosa at the Chiesa del Gesu
in Rome.

The Jesuit Major Superiors meet approximately every
6 years beginning from the last General Congregation, as
stipulated in decree 23 of the General Congregation 34.
While the meeting does not have legislative authority
and issues no decrees, its role remains vital. It offers a
space for those directly involved in the governance of
the Society to reflect on global progress, challenges, and
future opportunities. o

Source: https://wwuw.jesuits.global
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NEWS-CONFERENCE

Juniorate Staff meet 1n Kerala

he Juniorate Staff of the South Asian Conference

came together for their annual meeting at
Vidyaniketan, Jesuit Juniorate, Thiruvananthapuram,
Kerala on 14-17 September 2025. The first day
began with the Eucharist by Fr. Sunny Jose, rector
of St Xavier’s College, Thumba. Dr A. Vimal Jerald,
Assistant Professor of Computer Science at St.
Joseph’s College, Trichy led the day’s academic input.
He spoke on “Al as an English Language Teaching
Methodology,” offering participants fresh perspectives
on how artificial intelligence can enhance teaching in
formation houses.

The second day, 16 September, was dedicated to
sharing our life and mission. Each Dean presented
the story of their Juniorate, focusing on challenges,
achievements, and creative responses in the
accompaniment of juniors. Juniorates in Hazaribagh,
Kolkata, Mumbai, Sri Lanka, and Trivandrum
presented their reports, with moderators guiding
discussions and ensuring open dialogue. The
presentations reflected a wide variety of contexts and
a shared commitment to nurturing young Jesuits with
depth and creativity.

On the final day, 17 September, the focus
turned to common concerns across Juniorates, and the

discussions were moderated by Fr Vincent Saldanha,
Dean of Vinayalaya Jesuit Juniorate, Mumbai. The
conversation reflected a collective desire for greater
consistency while respecting the uniqueness of each
context. The concluding remarks from Fr. Somy
Mathew, CSIF, offered a synthesis of the deliberations.

The 2025 Juniorate Staff Meeting closed with
a sense of gratitude and hope. The three days in
Thiruvananthapuram offered learning, discussion,
and the joy of Jesuit companionship, a reminder
that formation is a shared mission, carried out in
collaboration and trust. Visiting the Vikram Sarabhai
Space Centre (VSSC) and other historical places added
colour to the meeting. The informal exchanges during
these visits provided further opportunities for mutual
enrichment and fraternity.

| Anush D’Cunha, SJ (KAR)

Service of Faith Coordinators meet in Ranchi

he annual meeting of the Service of Faith

Coordinators of the South Asian Assistancy was
held at Manresa, Ranchi, from on 26-28 September
2025. It was hosted by the Ranchi Province. Fr Stanislaus
D’Souza, SJ (POSA), inaugurated the meeting and
reminded the participants that the Service of Faith
remains at the heart of Jesuit mission. He invited them
to root their reflections in the vision of a synodal Church,
open to renewal and discernment.

The main inputs were given by Fr A. Joseph Xavier,
SJ (MDU), who presented the Pastoral Plan: Journeying
towards a Synodal Church — Mission 2033. He helped
the participants to imagine new possibilities for ministry,
highlighting pathways of collaboration, inclusion, and
renewal. His presentation provided a framework for
reflection and practical action in the years ahead.

Two online sessions were dedicated to Youth
Catechesis, led by Fr Savari Joseph (PUN) and Fr Kustas
Lima (GOA), who stressed the need for catechesis

that is relational, contextual, and creative, engaging
young people as protagonists of faith and mission. An
important highlight was the presentation of Fr Francis
Minj, SJ, who traced the history of the Ranchi Province.
His well-researched sharing was an eye-opener, offering
fresh insights into the struggles, faith, and growth of
the province.

The three-day meeting concluded with sharing of
experiences, visits to mission stations, and expressions
of gratitude to the Ranchi Province for their warm
hospitality. The participants expressed deep gratitude to
Jesuit communities for their warm hospitality and to the
Province Coordinator, Fr Samir Dungdung for the way
he had planned and organized the meeting. Participants
left with a renewed sense of purpose and a common
commitment to walk together in the Service of Faith
towards Mission 2033.

| M.A. Leo Anand, SJ (MDU)
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BOOK TALK Lancy Lobo, SJ | 3&

g

Christian impact on India

Title: Luminous Footprints: The Christian Impact on India
Author: Lancy Lobo and Denzil Fernandes

Publisher: Routledge: London and New York

Pages: 152

What inspired you to write this book?

Despite the phenomenal social capital that
Christians in India have generated through their
multifarious contributions, they are now put on
the back foot by Hindutva ideologues and silenced.
There are some publications on the contribution
of Christians to nation-building in India, written
and published by Christians. However, these do
not reach the general public and may seem to be
self-praise. The majoritarian Hindus and sizeable
populations of Muslims have little idea of the
Christian contribution. Even those who study
in our educational institutions know little about
Christians. They have shown little concern about
the profound hostility that Christians are facing in
India.

This book is an attempt to address this. It is
published by a well-known international publisher,

which will have a global edition as well as a cheaper LU M I N 0 Us Fn oTP R I NTS

South Asia edition, which will be accessible to our

non-Christian brethren. THE CHRISTIAN IMPACT ON INDIA
What is special or new about this book? )
Thisbook has given a briefhistory of Christianity Lancy Lobo and Denzil Fernandes

in India and focused on bringing together its
contributions before and after Independence
for nation building in different sectors such as
education, healthcare, social welfare, economic
and scientific development, the arts, architecture,
languages, culture, politics, sports, public
administration and armed forces. This book
also brings in some key persons who have had a
lasting impact on shaping modern India. This book
can serve as a reference point for the number of
religious congregations and dioceses, highlighting
their contributions to shaping India.

Who will benefit the most from this
book?

This book will be of interest to general readers,
students, researchers of social sciences, religion,

promoters of multlculturahsm, human I'lghts Lancy Lobo, SJ (GUJ) is the Founder-Director of the Centre for Cultureé)é
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activists and non-Christians in particular. % and Development in Vadodara, Gujarat, since 2001.
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NEWS-CONFERENCE

“Every child is a champion!”
PSSEs of JCSA meet in Bhubaneswar

he annual meeting of the Province Secretaries for

School Education (PSSEs) of the Jesuit Conference
of South Asia (JCSA) took place on 2-4 October 2025
at XIM University, Bhubaneswar. The three-day
gathering, convened by Fr. John Ravi, SJ, Conference
Secretary for School Education, was a time of renewal,
discernment, and collaboration among the Jesuit
educators shaping the future of school education
across South Asia.

an engaging session on ‘Enhancing Social- Emotional
Competencies among Teachers and Students’.
He described two types of teachers - positively charged
and emotionally exhausted - and urged the group
to cultivate emotional intelligence and a culture of
wellness in Jesuit institutions.

On the second day Fr. Stany D’Souza, SJ, POSA,
reaffirmed the identity and mission of Jesuit education

The meeting opened
with a formal inauguration
by Fr. Jerry Cutinha, SJ,
Provincial of Jamshedpur,
and Fr. Casimir, SJ,
Vice-Chancellor of XIM
University. Fr. Cutinha
offered an insightful
presentation on  the
province’s growth and
mission, while Fr. Casimir

in upholding constitutional
values and fostering rural
transformation. He also
underscored the crucial
role of PSSEs in ensuring

accountability, vision,
and vitality in every
province, recommending

periodic audits of schools
to sustain Jesuit presence
and excellence. Fr. John

invited the participants

to embrace emerging technologies and innovative
pedagogies to meet the aspirations of today’s young
learners. Emphasizing the need for ethical discernment
in all educational approaches, he reminded the
gathering that “every child is a champion.” He added
that such a vision is realized only when school leaders
become keen observers and attentive listeners to all
stakeholders.

Prof. Amar Nayak deepened the reflection on
the main theme by highlighting the significance of
teamwork. He underlined that only true team spirit can
enable Jesuit schools to respond meaningfully to the
many challenges of contemporary education. Fr. John
Ravi, SJ, JEA Secretary, presented twenty-five major
challenges confronting Catholic minority schools in
India today. His comprehensive analysis called for
collective reflection and renewed commitment to the
Jesuit educational mission.

An online session led by Mr. David Smith and
Ms. Ciara on Educate Magis broadened participants’
horizons, encouraging greater networking and

collaboration within the global Jesuit education
community. Fr. Christie, SJ, PCE of Patna Province, led

Kennedy, SJ, PCE of
Madurai Province, invited
participants to renew their ecological consciousness
through the JCSA Ecology Policy. He proposed a
creative initiative - writing a ‘Letter to Mother Earth’
- as a symbolic act of gratitude and responsibility
toward creation.

Four zonal coordinators presented specific
challenges and contextual strategies from their
respective regions. Their collective input fostered a
union of mind, heart, and hand — a hallmark of Jesuit
collaboration in mission. The final day’s business
session, led by Fr. John Ravi, SJ, focused on the need
for every PSSE to re-vision and re-vitalize Jesuit
education in their respective provinces. Participants
reflected on concrete ways to make our schools more
inclusive, value-centered, and future-ready.

The meeting was meticulously planned and hosted
by Fr. Kuruvilla, SJ, PCE of Jamshedpur Province,
and the organizing team at XIM University. The next
annual meeting will be hosted by the Bombay Province
in Mumbai in 2026. X

I A.Elango, SJ (AND)
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Prof. Gigy Joseph Koottummel
- y
Dickens's son understands Jesus

Film: The King of Kings (2025)
Director: Seong Ho Jang
Run time: 101 minutes

his popular 3D-animated Korean feature reframes the great

19th century British novelist Charles Dickens’s The Life of
Our Lord with the Dickens family as part of the narrative. It is a
fresh, engaging narration of the life of Christ, presented through
the eyes of Dickens’ son Walter.

Impressively brought alive through traditional hand-drawn
visual styles, blended with computer-generated imagery rendered
in the voices of top Hollywood stars like Pierce Brosnan, Uma
Thurman, and Ben Kingsley, it highlights themes of love, faith
and salvation. It weaves the Gospel story with the relationship
between Dickens and his son, showcasing the importance of
family bonding and passing down values.

Presented as Dickens narrating the story to his children, it
opens with a comic episode: Dickens appears on a theatre stage,
narrating his famous novel, A Christmas Carol, interrupted by
his mischievous son Walter. Walter, with his pet cat, plays out the
adventures of his hero, King Arthur. Under his wife’s persuasion,
Dickens substitutes the King Arthur narrative with that of Christ,
“the King of Kings,” which Walter is not interested in. Whenever
Walter interrupts the narration with his queries, his father retells
the Gospel stories of the Lord’s marvelous miracles Walter hasn’t
heard of. So Dickens takes Walter through the life of Jesus, from
his birth to the resurrection.

Pic courtesy: movieweb.com

his salvation through the sacrificial
Bringing in the story of the sin of Adam and Eve, Dickens ]gve of Christ.

draws Walter to the meaning and purpose of the Incarnation.
It dramatizes the miracles of Jesus including the miracle of the
loaves, the healings, the calming of the storm, the driving out of
the demons, etc that display the Lord’s power over the natural
and supernatural forces. Walter becomes part of the crowds, and
Jesus’ disciples, witnessing each event including the crucifixion
and the resurrection. At one stage, little Walter identifies himself
with Simon Peter, who disowns the Lord but repents of it.
Saddened by the cruel and unjust death of the Lord, Walter has
a vision of himself sinking to the bottom of the sea but his cry is
heard by the Lord, who as He did to Peter, reaches out, takes his Prof. Gigy Joseph Koottwmmel, former

hand and draws Walter out. But Jesus vanishes, leaving the vision Head of the Department of English, SB College,

of a huge cross without the crucified Lord, signifying resurrection. Changanacherry is a sought-after w”ter’é\i

Walter gains a  deeper
understanding of the essence of
Jesus’ teachings His eagerness
to spread the news to his family
prompts Dickens to write the
story. The story concludes with the
message: “I am the way and the
truth and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me.” <

1 X ! A translator, columnist and actor-director of
Reaching the dry shore he is overwhelmed by the realization of shakespeare productions.
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For a week DNC ponders
the plight of Palestinian people in Gaza

eeply moved by the harrowing visuals emerging

from Gaza and the repeated appeals of Late Pope
Francis and Pope Leo XIV, a group of scholastics at
DNC felt compelled to discern how we, as Jesuits in
formation, might respond to the genocide in Gaza.
Fr. Francis Pudicherry SJ, Rector, DNC, encouraged
us to work with the Documentation Team in DNC
to broaden the initiative into a week-long program.
The staff in DNC further suggested that such a
program be held once every semester, as a way of
continually deepening our commitment to faith,
justice, and dialogue. The theme chosen for the
first Mission Awareness Week at De Nobili College,
Pune, that began on 15 Sept ‘25 was “In Solidarity
with Palestine.”

Five major themes were chosen - one for each
day — each highlighting a different dimension of
the crisis in Gaza. Every theme was paired with a
corresponding community activity that invited
deeper awareness and solidarity. In addition, an
article and a short video related to the day’s theme
were shared daily in the community WhatsApp
group throughout the week, allowing scholastics to
prepare, engage, and reflect more meaningfully.

The themes were: the history of the conflict,
killing of journalists and truth, the Church in
Gaza, weaponising hunger, and world’s silence and
complicity. The Week included special Eucharists,

Adoration, prayer services, inputs from activists,
and reading of Pope Leo’s address on Gaza. The
DNC community prayed for the 248 journalists who
have lost their lives in Gaza, while courageously
striving to bring truth to light.

At the end of Mission Awareness Week,
community members were invited to share
suggestions on how we could stand with the people
of Gaza as an expression of solidarity and advocacy.
The community will deliberate on the most feasible
ways and time to implement these initiatives in
the near future. While most of the Scholastics at
DNC expressed their solidarity with Palestine, a
small number aligned themselves with Israel in this
conflict. Given its number and diversity, DNC can
be considered a representative sample of the entire
South-Asian Assistancy.

DNC, Pune has decided to continue this initiative
called “Mission Awareness Week: Faith, Justice
and Dialogue in Today’s Socio-Political Realities.”
This week-long collective effort, to be taken up
each semester, seeks to engage more deeply as a
community with the pressing realities that shape
our world. Through inputs, discussions, creative
expressions, and solidarity initiatives, the Week
seeks to raise awareness and foster advocacy. &

| Sch. Joshua Kishanth, SJ (MDU)
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SOUSIEEN Fio Mascarenhas, SJ |

A new book on Mary

Name: Woman, Behold Your Son!
Author: Dr Renu Rita Silvano & Fio Mascarenhas, SJ
Publisher: St. Paul’s
Price: ¥ 160.00

What inspired you to write this
book?

The Dedication of the book on the first
page says it all. The first Jesuit Pope’s
stirring personal example and lucid
teachings, focusing on the eternal plan of
Abba God inspired us to write on Jesus’
last gift of Mary to humanity as Mother.
It is this Pope who made the Feast of
Mary, Mother of the Church obligatory,
connecting it to Pentecost!

What is unique about your book
— things which we will not find in
other books on Mary?

What is unique and special are the bold
biblical insights and lucid presentations
of authentic papal teachings which will
deepen the readers’ understanding of the
role of Mary in our lives, ignite their faith
and bring new meaning to the cherished
phrase, “To Jesus, through Mary.”

Who are likely to benefit the
most from your book?

All those who are ready to discover
how Mary’s maternal love and guidance
can console, strengthen and uplift them,
bringing spiritual nourishment for the

*.

journey of faith. »

Fio Mascarenhas, SJ (BOM) celebrated 50 years as a
priest on 5 April 2025. A former global leader of Charismatic
Renewal, he directs retreats and seminars on biblical
spirituality. He can be contacted at frfiomas@gmail.com.
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Cyril Desbruslais, SJ (pun)

Fr. Cyril passed away peacefully at
11:45 p.m. on 8 September 2025, in Pune.
He was 84 years old, having spent 63 years
in the Society of Jesus and 41 years as a
priest.

Fr. Cyril joined the Calcutta Province in
1962, and was ordained on 28 April 1974, by
Cardinal Picachy SJ at St. Thomas Church,
Kolkata, where he had once served Mass as
a teenager. After his Ph.D from Sorbonne
University, Paris, Fr. Cyril was appointed
Professor at De Nobili College, Pune. Over
the years, he taught nearly every subject
in philosophy, served as Dean, Superior
of the Philosophers, and Moderator of the
Brothers. His intellectual versatility and
pastoral sensitivity made him a beloved
figure on the Jnana Deepa and De Nobili
campuses.

His deepest passion was journeying
with the youth. He founded ‘Searching and
Service in Unity’ (SSU) in 1972. Besides his
academic and community commitments,
he spent his evenings engaging with
young people, accompanying and guiding
them with compassion and friendship.
His Sunday evening Mass at St. Xavier’s
Church was followed by vibrant youth
interactions and creative games.

A gifted writer, Fr. Cyril directed and
staged aplay every year, highlighting themes
of justice, integration and interreligious
harmony.

Even as we thank God for his life and
mission, Fr. Cyril invites us to continue
accompanying the youth, and use God’s
gifts to love and serve the Lord in all things.

I Robert Das, SJ

ﬁ%z - 2025

Mathew Kattathara, SJ (par)

Fr. Mathew Kattathara was born on
20.06.1952, ordained on 02.05.1983 and
died at Xavier Bhawan, Patna Province
Infirmary, on 15.10.2025. He spent most
of his priestly life as a parish priest in
Chuharhi, Darbhanga, Dadarwara and
Dumraon in Bihar. He was truly a man
for others, a shepherd who guided, a
counsellor who listened and a brother who
prayed with and for his people.

He was also in the formation ministry
for some years. He was the Rector of
Minor Seminary in Muzaffarpur and
director of pre-novices at Sanjivan Niwas,
Patna. He played a pivotal role in the
formation of diocesan seminarians and
Jesuit Scholastics. He was also involved in
charismatic ministry. He was coordinator
of Charismatic Renewal in Buxar Diocese
from 2013- 2018 and staff of Fathima Matha
Susamachar Kendra from 2018- 2021.

Since Fr. Mathew served for many years
in the Archdiocese of Patna, and dioceses of
Muzaffarpur and Buxar, apart from a large
number of Patna Jesuits, a good number of
diocesan clergy, along with the Archbishop
of Patna Archdiocese, and the Bishops
of Muzaffarpur and Buxar and many lay
people from the parishes where he served
were present for his funeral service at
XTTI, Patna.

Always at the service of those who
needed his help, he was very compassionate
and understanding. He put his heart and
soul into all the responsibilities assigned
to him. Suffering from diabetes and poor
eyesight, he dealt with his health problems
with faith and courage. Whenever he was
asked about his health, his answer was
always, “I am fine.” May he find eternal joy
with Christ, the Good Shepherd!

I Jose Thayil, SJ
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SOUL CARE

Meath Conlan |

Christmas continues
wherever vulnerability meets loving care

n Christmas morning 1538, Ignatius celebrated

his first Mass in the church of St. Mary Major in
the Chapel of the Manger in Rome. Ignatius and six
others, including Francis Xavier and Peter Faber,
pronounced vows of poverty, chastity and obedience
and formed the Society of Jesus.

The heart of our Christmas meditation is
encountering the God-as-infant, which prompts a
response of loving care and gratitude;
a powerful personal experience that
can transform one’s path. During
Christmas meditation, you might
place yourself in the manger scene,
using your imagination to be present
with the infant Jesus and his family.

St Ignatius used memory as a tool
for spiritual growth. We can use the
memory of the Nativity to recall our
past experiences of vulnerability and
see how God’s love was present then
and continues to be present now.

My late mother’s last Christmas
reveals this connection powerfully.
She was nearing death and totally
dependent on me for her every
need. Her Christmas dinner was a
tiny morsel of scrambled egg and a
sip of tea. Her one constant refrain
was “thank you” — not just to me, but to everyone
who visited her. This simple phrase, delivered with a
radiant smile that lit up her face and the room, was
always sufficient.

In those moments, I recognized the infant Jesus’
complete dependence and trust reflected in my
mother’s gratitude. Like the Christ child who relied
entirely on Mary and Joseph’s care, my mother had
become utterly dependent, yet completely trusting.
Her constant “thank you” echoed the wordless trust
of the newborn Saviour—both expressing profound
gratitude for love received, both teaching us that
vulnerability can be a form of prayer.

This experience taught me to see Christmas
differently. The God-as-infant reminds wus that
divine presence often appears in our most vulnerable
places. Just as Jesus was born in human likeness and

embraced complete helplessness, reflecting on his
infant state helps us accept our own vulnerabilities as
sacred spaces where God meets us.

To help you do this Ignatian meditation, I suggest
these concrete steps: Begin by imaginatively placing
yourself in the stable, observing the infant’s complete
dependence. Notice thetender care of Mary and Joseph.
Then ask: Where in my life do I feel most vulnerable?
How might God be present in those
moments, as present as Jesus was in
that manger?

During pastoral visits to hospitals,
nursing homes, or families in crisis, I
now look for that same radiance I saw
in my mother’s gratitude. Often, those
who are most dependent -the elderly,
the sick, children - teach us most
about trust and thanksgiving. When
someone facing illness still manages
to smile and say “thank you,” I see
the infant Jesus. When a patient’s
family maintains hope despite the
¢ devastating news, I witness the Holy
¢ Family’s trust in God’s providence.

The Christmas message becomes
practical apostolic guidance: by caring
¢ for the vulnerable, we are caring for

the infant Jesus in others. When
we visit the lonely, feed the hungry, or simply listen
to someone’s pain, we are offering the same tender
attention Mary gave her newborn son.

ourtesy: pinter

This Christmas, I will spend time meditating on
God-as-infant, asking for grace to embrace my own
vulnerabilities with the same tenderness I offer the
Christ child. More importantly, I will pray for eyes
to recognize that Infant’s presence in every person
who depends on care, every soul who offers gratitude
despite suffering, every moment when human fragility
reveals divine love.

The manger scene becomes a lens for seeing the
world. Wherever vulnerability meets loving care,
Christmas continues. <>

Rev. Dr. Meath Conlan is a Counsellor and Adult Educator.

An Australian, he travels frequently to India. He can be contacted
at meathconlan@icloud.com.
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Idea: Mathew Assarikudy, SJ (DAN)
JESTOONS-MODERN MAGI Drawings: Norma Pandit
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"Since gold prices are so high these days, I actually \ 4| these towns look alike. How to find out Bethlehem
brought... without Wi-Fi and GPS? "
"What did you bring?"

"Gold plated gift."

"They look rather malnourished, maybe we should leave some
for Jesus." ¢ money also for them."

| Source: K.P. Joseph, SJ/ Xavier Antony, SJ JESUIT HUMOUR

Trying to help

Fr Fournier, SJ, the French missionary working at St. Joseph's, Trichy, Tamil
Nadu, once went to a village called Thiruthanthoni, about 2 km away from the
college, to celebrate the Sunday Mass. Mr. Jaganathan, an elderly man, who
worked in the college as the librarian, lived in the village and was known to all
the villagers. As he knew Fr Fournier well, he wanted to do something to help Fr
Fournier. Just before Fr Fournier began his sermon, Mr. Jeganathan stood up
and announced in his strong, loud voice: "Fr. Fournier is going to preach. No one
should laugh!”
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Jacques Fleury |

The True Meanlng of Christmas

hristmas to me is about more than just

ceremony. It is about more than the money
we spend to impress our loved ones. Christmas to
me is about celebrating life, family, and community.
It’s about enjoying one another’s company and
appreciating each other’s humanity. And by
humanity, I mean both positive and negative
characteristics that make us all who we are. Anyone
can love someone who loves you back, but the real
challenge is to love someone who hates your guts.

Some of us may not be aware of this, but often
our love is conditional. And I include myself in
this category. How many times have you found
yourself falling out of love with someone because
you suddenly discover that they are “human” and
therefore “broken?” When it comes to who we love,
we ought not to limit ourselves to the contiguous
few, only those who are closest to us like our
families; that would perpetrate a fallacious notion
of disconnectedness with each other.

Albert Einstein declared that, “A human being
is a part of the whole called by us universe, a part
limited in time and space. He experiences himself,
his thoughts and feeling as something separated
from the rest, a kind of optical delusion of his
consciousness. This delusion is a kind of prison
for us, restricting us to our personal desires and
to affection for a few persons nearest to us. Our
task must be to free ourselves from this prison by
widening our circle of compassion to embrace
all living creatures and the whole of nature in its
beauty.” In other words, we are all connected, so let
us all be united.

This brings me to speculating about the true
meaning of Christmas. I truly believe that we can
all find happiness with one another, granted that
we do this one thing: learning to accept one another
because of our humanity and not in spite of it;
celebrate rather than castigate each other for our
differences; recognize that we are all like the crayons
in a child’s Crayola box, each color brings its own
vibrant gift to evoke a colorful image of the motley
human art form. The true meaning of Christmas
should be about lending a smile to someone who
bears a frown, offering a hug to someone in tears,
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and providing food and shelter to someone in need.
“Not everybody can be famous but everybody can be
great, because greatness is determined by service,”
said Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

In the prophetic and wise words of Mahatma
Gandhi, “Our ability to reach unity in diversity will
be the beauty and the test of our civilization.” I
make my own contributions to “unity” when I try to
practice on a daily basis my own self-made mantra:
“Be a source of love and light in the face of prejudice
and hatred.” Once you practice this yourself, perhaps
then and only then will you finally learn the true
meaning of Christmas.

(Jacques Fleury is a Haitian-American poet, educator,
theater reviewer & author. These are excerpts from his
book, Chain Letter To America: The One Thing You Can Do
To End Racism.)

Pic courtesy: pinterest.com
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WELL SAID

Gtnistmas Day éo in our grads.
as long as we have hands to clasp!
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