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Goan mathematician, social activist passes away in London

Goans in UK protest against
attack on activist in Goa

To host key colloquium  in Salamanca-Spain, 
from November �� to December �

THE GOAN I LONDON

A group of Goans staged 
a protest in London 
on September 21 to de-
nounce the recent attack 
on social activist Rama 

Kankonkar at Caranzalem-Panaji.  
In their address to the gathering 

and on social media, speakers said 
the Goan community in the UK was 
shocked by the brazen attack on 
Kankonkar in broad daylight.  

“Though many Goans le� Goa in 
search of a better living and now live 
in the UK, they are closely connect-
ed to Goa. This dastardly attack on 
someone who is �ghting in a dem-
ocratic way to protect our Goa is 
shocking and unacceptable,” said 
Salvador Pereira, a social activist in 
West London.  

Pereira insisted that those behind 
the attack should be given strict pun-
ishment.  

“We encourage people like 
Radharao Gracias, Aldona MLA Adv. 
Carlos Ferreira and Dr Oscar Rebelo 

to continue their �ght to protect Goa, 
and we will support this cause,” he 
added.  

Ella Fernandes said ‘Niz Goenkars’ 
would support Kankonkar from dif-
ferent parts of the world.  

“It is shocking that Rama was at-
tacked by a group in broad daylight 
for his passion to protect Goa,” said 
Fernandes, who was based in Dubai 
before moving to the UK.  

Lina Travasso said Kankonkar is 
one of the many Goan activists �ght-
ing to protect Goa.  

“When they appeal for help to pro-
tect Goa, we should all support such 
calls. Many of our Goans are away 
from Goa, and we may not be able 
to be present to support the cause in 
Goa, but our support for such caus-
es will always be there. All those liv-
ing in Goa should support Rama and 
other social activists who are protect-
ing Goa,” said Travasso.  

Actor and comedian Bruno de Ar-
eal had �own in from Kuwait to per-
form for a Tiatr in London.  

On hearing that a group of UK 

Goans were holding a protest meet in 
support of Rama Kankonkar, Bruno 
decided to join in the protest.  

Addressing the gathering, Bruno 
said he was deeply hurt on hearing 
about the attack on Rama Kankonkar 
in broad daylight.  

“This is an attack on all Goans. 
If such attacks take place in broad 
daylight, one can only imagine what 
could happen a�er dark. I request 
the Goa government to take strict ac-
tion against the culprits and ensure 
that Goans are protected so that such 
cases do not happen again,” said 
Bruno.  

“No matter where we live in the 
world, our love for Goa will never 
disappear, and we will always �ght 
to save Goa. We do not want crimi-
nals to destroy Goa,” he added.  

Later when contacted, Salva-
dor Pereira told The Goan that they 
would monitor the situation in Goa.  

“Depending on the situation in 
Goa, we may consider similar protest 
meetings in other parts of the UK,” 
said Pereira.  

LUI GODINHO
THE GOAN I LONDON

E ddie D’Sa, a mathematician 
and university lecturer hail-
ing from Moira-Goa who had 
worked tirelessly to improve 
the lives of the Goan commu-

nity in the London Borough of Merton 
for many decades passed away in Lon-
don on August 26. He was 92.

The �nal rites took place at the 
Breakspear Crematorium in London on 
September 5 in the presence of his chil-
dren, Roland and Shirley, family mem-
bers and well-wishers.

Born in Kampala, Uganda, on Jan-
uary 6, 1933, to parents Colette and 
Napoleon, Eddie D’Sa was one of four 
children. His early primary education 
took place in Goa, before he transferred 
to Bombay to attend St Xavier’s prima-
ry and secondary schools and then St 
Xavier’s College.

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS
He was a natural scholar and ex-

celled at his subject, mathematics.
On graduating from St Xavier’s, he 

entered the teaching profession and 
taught maths and physics at the sec-
ondary school level in Nairobi, Kenya. 
Here he remained for a couple of years 
before gaining a scholarship to contin-

ue studies in the UK at the University 
of Leicester.

On completion of his BSc, Eddie re-
turned to teach in Nairobi and Kisumu 
and, in 1962, married Cynthia. Togeth-
er, they moved to Mombasa, where 
Eddie again taught at the secondary 
school, Aladina Visram School, before 
they returned to the UK to enable him 
to complete a PhD at Manchester Uni-
versity. There, they welcomed their �rst 
child, Roland, in 1964.

“My father’s PhD thesis was on 
a complex area of maths and phys-
ics called ‘Magnetohydrodynamics’, 
which is a combination of maths, �u-
id dynamics, electric currents, mag-
netism, etc., from the University of 
Manchester between August 1963 and 
July 1966,” said Roland.

“In addition, he completed a Diplo-
ma in Advanced Studies in Science 
(Distinction), done in Manchester 
alongside his PhD.”

On completing his PhD in applied 
maths in 1966, Eddie gained a position 
as a university lecturer at Makerere 
University in Kampala, but, as Cynthia 
was due to have their second child, 
she remained in the UK, staying with 
her sister Brenda in London until baby 
Shirley was born in 1967. Then, both 
she and Shirley joined Eddie and Ro-
land in Kampala.

“While working at the University of 
Kampala-Uganda, he taught maths, 
and he introduced academic courses 
in computer science at that university. 
He applied excellent teaching meth-
ods and problem-solving techniques 

to help his students learn properly and 
achieve outstanding results,” said Ro-
land.

The family remained in Kampala for 
some years before moving to Nairobi 
on Eddie’s appointment as senior lec-
turer at the University of Nairobi.

“Later on, he was supervising post-
graduate students (MSc degrees), and 
he was called back from Nairobi as an 
external examiner to his former uni-
versity in Kampala, Uganda,” Roland 
added.

His �nal professional move was to 
the University of Papua New Guinea, 
where he remained until his retire-
ment.

Throughout his time as a secondary 
school teacher and university lectur-
er, Eddie both inspired and motivated 

his pupils. It is a testament to his skill 
and commitment during those years 
that his family has received letters of 
condolences from former students who 
remember with gratitude the impact he 
had on their education and the devel-
opment of their careers.

SOCIAL OUTREACH
On retirement, Eddie decided to set-

tle in Wimbledon, UK, in 1990, where 
he maintained an active interest in 
world events. He contributed regularly 
to online discussion forums and was 
not afraid to voice his opinion or to 
stand up for what he believed in.

He had a keen sense of fairness and 
�rmly believed that everyone in socie-
ty deserves the opportunity to access 
both education and the tools to make 
the best of their lives, regardless of 
their race or the social class or situa-
tion they are born into.

He underpinned his words with ac-
tion, supporting a range of charita-
ble organisations, and co-founding 
the Goan Welfare Association-Merton 
with Roslyn Lobo, which continued for 
about two decades.

“He pioneered abundant community 
support and assistance to help many 
Goans in Merton struggling with men-
tal, emotional and physical health is-
sues, loneliness, isolation, family dis-

cord and break-ups, etc.,” said Roland.
Together, Eddie and Roslyn worked 

tirelessly to improve the lives of the 
Goan community in the London Bor-
ough of Merton, establishing a strong 
network of support, a full programme 
of social activities. They also published 
a regular periodical, ‘The Goan Over-
seas Digest’.

“He also strived for social justice, 
equality, fairness, etc. for disadvan-
taged groups (e.g. poor countries, etc.) 
and always challenged the long-stand-
ing ‘status quo’ on many contentious 
issues. He never just “followed the 
crowd” and did what everyone else did 
because he always stood back and for-
mulated his assessments from special-
ist information,” said Roland.

In later years, Eddie has been a 
source of inspiration to younger 
generations, and particularly to his 
grandchildren, who have admired 
his ready adoption of modern tech-
nology, his courage to stand up for 
his convictions and not blindly fol-
low the crowd, and his unbridled 
thirst for knowledge.

“Such was his courage and fearless 
expression of his views that he was 
once banned from Twitter, something 
his grandchildren, Lisa, James and 
Joe found very impressive,” remarked 
Shirley.

GLOBAL GOENKARS SPEAK

Jesuits take up major  
initiative to support 
Church’s synodal process

FR JOSEPH CARDOZO SJ

T he Society of Jesus has taken a 
major initiative to support the 
Catholic Church’s synodal pro-
cess to build capacity across 
the Church in the discernment 

processes.
The international project has been en-

visioned in three phases: Starting (2025), 
Sharing (2026-2027), and Strengthening 
(2028+).

The project is being steered under the 
leadership of Fr John Dardis, and I have 
been assisting this project in Rome.

While highlighting the project, Arturo 
Sosa, the Superior General of Jesuits, 
states, “This is a project rooted in Vati-
can II. While it goes back a long time, this 
vision is as relevant now as it was years 
ago. That vision is for a synodal church: 
a church walking together, a humble 
church, and a pilgrim church. All of us 
are going together 
hand in hand try-
ing to bring liber-
ation, reconcilia-
tion, and justice to 
a wounded world. 
It is the vision of 
the Beatitudes.”

Thus, in Sala-
manca, Spain, from 
November 23 un-
til December 3, 97 
people, comprising 
Jesuits, laity, reli-
gious sisters and 
brothers, and dioc-
esan priests, will 
be initiated into the 
project “Ignite the 
Way: Training of 
Facilitators in Dis-
cernment in Com-
mon”.

There will be 
eleven participants 
from India. The 
participants will 
be trained to deep-
en discernment in 
common and to-
wards promoting synodal transformation. 
It will serve as a launchpad for the sys-
tematic development of the Jesuit congre-
gation’s approach to the ‘Discernment in 
Common’ method.

The overall goals and aims of the collo-
quium will be to:

* Develop essential skills in training for 
facilitation of common discernment.

* Explore the diverse discernment in 
common approaches in our organisations 
and cultures.

* Explore rules for discernment of St Ig-
natius as applied to groups.

* Arrive at an agreed core curriculum.
* Build awareness of other initiatives 

on Synodality, and decide on how we can 
support each other to go forward.

The project is envisaged in the style of 
a colloquium with the idea that we share 
expertise with each other and arrive at a 
deeper appropriation of discernment in
common, both at the theoretical and prac-
tical levels, by using methodologies, pres-
entations, silent re�ections, and spiritual 
conversation.

Besides the daily liturgical celebrations, 
interactive sessions will be conducted on 
listening to our stories of accompanying 
discernment in common, such as theolog-
ical and biblical foundations by linking 
it with synodality; how the Society and 
my organisation/diocese can implement 
and support synodal reforms; the history 
and graces of discernment in common; 
building a sense of a shared mission; in-
di�erence; discerning spirits in a group; 
case studies; arriving at a core curriculum 
through conference; and organisational 
group sharing.

A key outcome of the colloquium will 
be the formation of teams, who will train 
facilitators in ‘Discernment in Common’ at 
the regional level, both within the Society 
of Jesus and in the wider Church.

Personally, I have found it inspiring to 
be part of this global initiative, and I feel it 
is a real privilege. I have found it motivat-
ing to meet the various participants online, 

to hear their joys, sorrows, and dreams.
Already, we are building a movement. 

I think this project will contribute in how-
ever humble a way, as it o�ers the Church 
some ways of discerning in common. It is 
not just a project for Jesuits; it is a project 
that also helps dioceses, other congrega-
tions, parishes, and even lay-led organisa-
tions who want to build a di�erent culture, 
a culture of discernment.

Together we can make a new dream. In 
a world where public discourse is so divid-
ed, I am convinced that the Church and the 
way of the Gospel, with its humble listen-
ing, have so much to o�er.

Thus, in moving forward from here and 
going back to their own di�erent cultures 
and places of work life, the participants 
will be able to transform their cultures, 
societies, organisations, and the Church. 
This colloquium can be like a stone thrown 
into a pond with ripples across continents
and cultures.

[The writer is a member of the 
Goa Jesuit Province and is assistant 

project manager in Rome.]

Goan feted for service with Malaysia Airlines

Goans mark Feast of Nativity in Cork-Ireland

LUI GODINHO
THE GOAN I LONDON

A gnelo (Aggie) Dias was 
recently felicitated by 
Malaysia Airlines in rec-
ognition of his outstand-
ing service to the airline 

in the UK.
He was felicitated by senior o�-

cials at the ‘MAG60’ event in Malay-
sia, which was organised by Malaysia 
Airlines.

Hailing from St Estevam in Goa, 
Aggie has been in the aviation in-
dustry for 35 years, including the last 
eight years at Malaysia Airlines, hav-
ing navigated numerous challenges 
throughout his career.

He persevered through the Ku-
wait-Iraq War in 1990, faced the un-
certainties of the Millennium Bug, 
and weathered the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. His resilience 
and dedication exemplify the spirit 

of the airline industry, particularly in 
the cargo department and ramp oper-
ations.

 Agnelo began his aviation career 
in the cargo sector when he landed 
his �rst position in Kuwait with the 
Kuwait Aviation Services Company 
(KASCO) in 1990 as an Assistant Traf-
�c O�cer (Load Control).

He worked with KASCO for ten 
years until the onset of the Ku-
wait-Iraq War. His next opportunity 
came with Gulf Air, where he served 
for 13 years as a cargo agent for anoth-
er ten years.

Aggie moved to the UK in 2015 and 
joined DHL Express UK, where he 
worked for three years before joining 
Malaysia Airlines (UK) in 2017 and is 
currently working as a senior cargo 
sales and reservation o�cer.

“At the age of 60, I was very pleased 
to have been recognised by Malaysia 
Airlines at the MAG60 event held in 
Malaysia,” said Aggie.

LOVE FOR MUSIC
Aggie was one of the �rst ‘one-man 

bands’ in North Goa from 1985 to 1990, 
as he sang while playing the guitar, 
drum machine, mouth organ, and 
oboe. He performed at various hotels 
and also taught music.

Aggie played the oboe for the Sym-
phony Orchestra, Kala Academy, con-
ducted by the late Fr Lourdinho Ba-
retto, and performed with the band 
‘Sphinx’ in Goa before moving to Ku-
wait. He has released two CDs and 
composed several original pieces, 
continuing to perform as a one-man 
band for various occasions in the UK, 
as music remains his �rst passion.

 Agnelo states, “Music is a medicine 
to the soul, heart, and mind; there 
is no alternative to music. It is music 
that has always kept me young and 
cheerful.

 He plays the guitar, clarinet, oboe 
and �ute, with the saxophone being 
his all-time favourite.

THE GOAN I IRELAND

G oans from di�erent parts of 
Cork in Ireland celebrated 
the Feast of the Nativity of 
Mother Mary at the Cathe-
dral of St Mary & St Anne 

in Cork-Ireland on September 8.
 Jorge Fernandes, who hails from 

Dramapur-Salcete, said he was keen 
to bring the Goan community togeth-
er to celebrate the Feast of the Nativ-
ity of Mother Mary.  “I have worked 
in the shipping line and have been 
residing in Cork-Ireland since 2022. 
I am employed as a surveyor at the
Cork port. I was quite lonely when I 
landed in Cork as I hardly met Goans 
at the time. I was staying in May�eld, 
and I went to the St Joseph church.”

 “A�er a year, I shi�ed to Shandon 
and started going to Sunday Mass in 
the Cathedral of St Mary & St Anne, 
where I happened to �nd 5 Goans 
a�er one month. During the Feast of 
the Nativity of Mother Mary in 2023, I
was pleased to meet almost 80 Goans 
at a get-together in the Parish hall,” 
said Jorge.

 Jorge said he organised a Konka-

ni Mass which was celebrated by Fr 
Peter Raj from Sweden in 2024, and 
many Goans participated in the Mass.

 “This year, we planned an even 
bigger celebration among the Goan 
community. I invited Fr Renato An-
drade, a Pilar priest from the Goan 
Chaplaincy in the UK, to celebrate 
Mass along with two priests.”

 Konkani hymns were sung dur-

ing the service, and the choir con-
sisted of Massima Rodrigues, Sein 
Dias, Lavita Vaz, Fabiola Fernandes, 
Anushka Fernandes, Travis Fer-
nandes, Nancy Mascarenhas, San-
tanai Mascarenhes, Yanica D’Souza, 
Sonita Fernandes, Joaquin Cruz (or-
gan) and Jamceia D’Cruz (guitar).

 “About 200 Goans participated in 
the Mass, and many more could not 
be present as they were at work.”

 Jorge acknowledged the support 
of Seby D’Souza, Lucas, Agnelo and 
Allia Barreto in organising the feast 
and preparing the snacks a�er Mass.

 “During our get-together, the three
priests cut the birthday cake. We 
organised spot games, music, and 
dance. Fr Renato also addressed the 
people at the get-together,” said Jorge.

Eddie D’Sa
Eddie D’Sa (extreme right) along with Roslyn Lobo during an event of the Goan 
Welfare Association-Merton on September 20, 1992.

Fr Joseph Cardozo SJ along with Fr John Dardis.


